Oneida County Commission on Aging Meeting Minutes

June 19, 2008

 

Present: Mary Martin, Matt Matteson, Catherine Parker, Jeanette Pederson, Pat C. Peters, Bill Schell, Peter Wolk    

Absent With Notice:  Sonny Paszak, Carol White, Maxine Meyers

Staff:  Dianne Jacobson 

Guests:  Frank Peters, Dean Brandow, John Ross, Holly Schwartz, Dave Blunk, Ellen Jeanne Schnabl, Rosalin Cain, Arleen Grundman

Call to order:  Called to order by P. Wolk at 12:45 p.m. at the Lakeland Center.  It was noted that the agenda was properly posted and the media notified.

Approval of Agenda for June 19, 2008:  Motion by P. Peters to approve the agenda and take items out of order if needed, second by B. Schell.  Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes from May 15, 2008:  Motion by P. Peters to approve the minutes of the May 15, 2008 meeting, second by C. Parker,  Motion carried.
Dates of Future Meeting:  The next meeting will be July 17th at the Oneida Sr. Center at 1:30 p.m.

Public Comments:  A welcome to the OCCOA was extended from the Lakeland board.  Introduction of guests were made.  A letter from Joanne Bachall to the attention of the COA in appreciation of services received from Sue Piazza was read. 

Vouchers and Bills:  C. Parker requested that D. Jacobson investigate if the home delivered containers that we just received a bill on are manufactured with Bisphenol-A as there was a warning about that chemical in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.  Motion by C. Parker to approve all vouchers and bills as presented, second by 
B. Schell.  Motion carried.

Line Item Transfers:  Line item transfer in the amount of $902 to apply an amended grant amount to 2008 budget.  Motion by P. Peters to approve the line item transfer in the amount of $902, second by J. Pederson.  Motion carried.

Monthly Departmental Reports:  P. Wolk noted that since all Commission Members receive the monthly reports in advance of the meeting, he suggested time only be spent at the meeting with questions or comments.  Time was not needed to rehash what everyone should have already reviewed in advance of the meeting. 
C. Parker conveyed appreciation to the Department for changing the bi-monthly Food Pantry senior bus pick-up to accommodate the library “Books on the Go” schedule so that seniors would be able to take advantage of both.  M. Matteson reported that he had received a call from a senior that was confused about the food pantry schedule.  D. Jacobson will call her with a follow-up.  Motion by B. Schell to approve the monthly departmental reports as presented, second by C. Parker.  Motion carried.
Northern Area Agency on Aging:  M. Martin reviewed the written report.

Director’s Monthly Report:  Report reviewed.  D. Jacobson also mentioned that since we have not had a full-time Benefit Specialist since January 2008 there is some state grant funding that we can apply to purchasing some much needed technology equipment for that office. Equipment includes flat screen computer monitor ($234.00), laptop computer and projector ($2,094.35 ).  C. Parker made motion to approve purchases for Benefit Specialist as presented, Second by J. Pederson. Motion carried. 
Discussion followed regarding our new Benefit Specialist being required to return to her last position in the Dept. of Social Services Economic Support 2 days per week  (40%) at the Department of Social Services (60% Dept. on Aging).  Concerns were raised regarding what steps, if any, the county was going to take to prevent this kind of “crisis” from happening in the future.  Also concerns expressed for the important need for the Department on Aging to have a full-time Benefit Specialist because we have had too long of delay without a full-time employee.

Motion by M. Matteson for the COA to send a letter to the County Coordinator requesting that the Dept. on Aging (DOA) Benefit Specialist reduce hours to 25% in DSS (75% in DOA) effective July 14, 2008.  Second by C. Parker. Motion carried with P.Peters and P. Wolk abstaining. 

Motion by M. Martin for the COA to also request of the County Coordinator that the Dept. on Aging Benefit Specialist be working 100% in the Dept. on Aging on or before September 1, 2008 (90 days from start of job). Second by B. Schell. Motion carried with P.Peters and P. Wolk abstaining.

Motion by B. Schell to approve Directors report as given, second by C. Parker. Motion carried. 

 

Out-of-County Travel:  D. Jacobson to attend Tri-County Transportation meeting in Mole Lake on June 20, 2008 and J. George to attend two-day Benefit Specialist training in Madison on June 23 and 25, 2008. Motion by M. Martin to approve out-of-county travel, second by B. Schell. Motion carried. 

 

Public comments/communications:  Dean Brandow, President of the Lakeland Retirement Foundation Board of Directors thanked the COA again for holding a meeting at their center.  Dean also requested that if any COA member becomes aware of any fundraising or grant opportunity for the Lakeland Center to please notify them. 

 

Adjourn:  Motion by P.Peters to adjourn the meeting second by B. Schell. Motion carried at 2:15 p.m.

 

Respectfully submitted,

  

 

Dianne Jacobson





Mary Martin

Director






First Vice-President
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