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MINUTES OF THE 

LAND &WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING

June 24, 2008
Amended Minutes

Members Present:  Chairman Tom Rudolph, Wilbur Petroskey, Matt Matteson, Jack Martinson, and Gary Baier
Members Absent:  Rod Kuczmarski
Others Present:  Nancy Hollands (County Conservationist); Barb Payne (Secretary); Jennifer Holman (AIS Coordinator); Mike Fugle (Assistant Corporation Counsel); Margaret Beals (Town of Nokomis); Kim Goerg (Lumberjack RC&D).
Call to Order

Chairman Rudolph called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. in County Board Room on the second floor at the Oneida County Courthouse. He noted that the meeting of the Land and Water Conservation Committee has been properly noticed in accordance with the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law and meets the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Approve Agenda/Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings
Motion by Matteson, second by Petroskey to approve the current agenda and the minutes from the May 21st meeting with the order of agenda items at the discretion of the Chairman. Motion carried, all ayes.
Set date for next meeting

Chairman, Rudolph noted the next meeting dates would be Wednesday, July 16 at 9:00 a.m. and Wednesday, August 20 at 9:00 a.m.
Public Comments
None
Lake Nokomis Lake District Petition
Hollands handed out the final verification of the signatures submitted for the proposed formation of the Lake Nokomis Lake District. The following table shows the final results which were based on Oneida County’s 2007 tax roll.





Signature Verification – Final Results – June 6, 2008
	Total Eligible
	Oneida County
	Petitioner

	Total Eligible
	2088
	2044

	51 % of Total
	1064
	1042

	Initial Signatures 
	1058
	

	10 Day Withdrew
	-8
	

	Disqualified
	-207
	

	Total Signatures
	843
	


Motion by Martinson, second by Baier to recommend denial of the formation of the proposed Lake Nokomis Lake District to the Oneida County Board based on the review of all information presented to the Land & Water Conservation Committee. Motion carried, all ayes. The petitioners’ signatures did not meet 51% of the owners of land located within the proposed district nor did the petitioners’ signatures meet 51% of owners of the land area within the proposed district. Therefore, based on the information presented, the Land & Water Conservation Committee will be writing a report to the Oneida County Board recommending denial of the formation of the Lake Nokomis District. 
Wildlife Damage Program 
Hollands reported we will be receiving the invoice for the bear damage abatement services for 2008 from USDA-Aphis sometime in the July. The amount of the agreement is $500 annually.
County Cost Share Program
Hollands handed out a report prepared by Jean Hansen, Conservation Specialist. Hansen is currently attending training in Antigo. Hollands reviewed Hansen’s report. Hansen stated the Laders are pulling out. The funds for this project were approximately $9,000 and were a carry over from 2007. The Laders signed the contract last December. Hansen stated she 
tried to get the Laders to reconsider. Mrs. Lader left a voice mail message stating they were definitely pulling out of the Cost Share program. Rudolph directed Hollands to find out what could be done to retain the $9,000 from DATCP. 
Hollands stated she never had anyone back out of a signed contract before. Hansen reported the Verstegen project is completed. Stacey Dehne, DATCP Engineer, signed off on the project.  The Broukal’s on Post Lake got their DNR permit amended to extend 60 additional feet. The Broukals site has steep slopes. The use of vegetated geogrid and envirolok bags will be implemented in this project plan. Hansen’s reported she recently received a new application for a project on Alva Lake. The water level is so low on Alva Lake that it may be the best time to construct a soil erosion control practice. A survey was completed on June 17th on Alva Lake. The Weber project will be continuing this summer. Hansen reported she has just completed an initial inspection of a project on Little Fork Lake. Hansen reported she had recently been out to the Oneida County Landfill to check out various types of compost that could be used in future shoreland restoration projects. 
Select Conservation Youth Camp Scholarship Recipient(s)
Hollands stated no one applied for the Conservation Youth Camp scholarship, which was held in Bruce, Wisconsin the first part of June. Petroskey reported he contacted several students in his neighborhood and no one indicated any interest in the Youth Camp. Hollands reported there is a new conservation camp free of charge this year due to a grant and scholarship from local Land Conservation Departments. The Conservation Camp will be held on Friday, August 15 through August 17, 2008 at the North Lakeland Discovery Center in Manitowish Waters. This camp is open to students who have completed grades 8, 9, and 10 who reside in students in Ashland, Bayfield, Vilas, Price, and Oneida Counties. The Committee directed Hollands to advertise this camp for area youth. Hollands stated that she would provide this information to Jim Winkler, 4-H Youth Agent, and Mike Cheslock, Director of the Northwoods YMCA.
Select Environmental Education Teacher Scholarship Recipient(s)
Hollands reported she has received letters from two interested teachers. Both Chelsey Hunt and Kara Wakely currently are students at Nicolet College earning their degrees in elementary education through the Silver Lake College extended degree program. These two student teachers are both interested in receiving teacher scholarships. They both attended the Reptiles and Amphibians class which was held at Trees for Tomorrow in Eagle River on June 16 to June 18. Hollands stated there is currently $435 available for teacher scholarships. Motion by Petroskey, second by Martinson to approve teacher scholarships for the two applicants named above. Motion carried, all ayes.
Resolution on Clean Waters Restoration Act of 2007
Hollands handed out a resolution that was based on Vilas County’s resolution (Resolution 2008-34) approved by the Vilas County Board of Supervisors. They went on record to oppose the passage of H.R. 2421 as well as the concept of Federal control over all land and water and total Federal land use control. Holman distributed a memo in opposition to this resolution. Holman stated, “The Land and Water Conservation Department’s primary purpose is to protect our natural resources. I am strongly against writing a resolution to support Vilas County’s stance against the resolution to H.R. 2421, the Clean Water Restoration Act of 2007.” The Committee held discussion concerning the resolution, and Holman’s viewpoint regarding regulations to prevent the filling in of various types of wetlands. Assistant Corporate Counsel, Mike Fugle, clarified the possible actions that could be taken by the committee regarding this resolution. Motion started by Martinson, and then withdrawn by Martinson. Motion by Martinson, second by Baier to support (Resolution 2008 – 34) passed by Vilas County in opposing the passage of H.R. 2421 as presented to the Land and Water Conservation Committee. Chairman Rudolph asked for a roll call vote. Motion failed, (Rudolph – no; Baier – yes; Matteson – no; Petroskey – no; Martinson – aye).
AIS Transportation Ordinance/Dry Fire Hydrants
Holman stated she will be involved in a conference call on June 25th concerning dry hydrants. The people who will be participating in this call are listed as follows:
Jennifer Holman, Oneida County AIS Coordinator; Brian Gehrig, the town of Pine Lake Fire Chief; Mike Fugle, Oneida County Assistant Corporation Counsel; Jim Hansen, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Water Resources Management Specialist; and Susan Watson, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Watershed Specialist. Holman stated she will give an update at the next meeting.
Update/Action on AIS Grants/Budget/Activities
Hollands stated she will be asking for an extension of the 2007 grant. Hollands reported the Department has hired two LTE Watercraft Inspectors. Their names are Thomas Lohry and Craig Strid. They will begin their orientation this week. 

Holman reported the Volunteer Watercraft Inspectors Awards Ceremony will take place sometime in August. There is $442 allotted in the budget for this ceremony. Congressman Steve Kagen has confirmed he will be present at the ceremony. He will hand out awards to the volunteers. Holman stated she has been in contact with the Mississippi River Basin Panel. The contact person will supply Holman with a list of grants that are available. Holman stated the last Clean Boats – Clean Waters Workshop will be held on June 26th from 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at the Pelican Town Hall. Holman reported she has been working with the Smart Prevention Model Program with Jeff Maxted. Holman stated she still has presentations every Saturday. Holman reported she created a spreadsheet on May 19h of her estimated hours from May 17th through September 5th and provided it to Hollands for her review. Hollands stated that she was concerned about the amount of overtime hours, as only $400.00 was in the AIS budget for this expense.
Lake Districts/Agency Reports (FSA, NRCS, LWCD, UWEX, DNR, LWCB, WLWCA, & RC&D)

Mid Lake District – Petroskey reported the Mid Lake District will be holding their annual meeting on July 5th.
Thunder Lake District – Baier reported Thunder Lake District’s next meeting will be in September.
Bear Lake District – Martinson reported the Bear Lake District is meeting on Friday, June 27th and he will be attending. 
Horsehead Lake District – Rudolph reported the Horsehead Lake District will be meeting on July 8th Rudolph reported the Lake Study is still continuing. Their annual meeting will be held on August 16th. 

FSA – Susan Hunter, Farm Service Agency Director, submitted the FSA report to Hollands. Copies of the report were provided to the Committee.
NRCS – Hollands stated Julie Malvitz gave her report at the North Central Reorganization meeting in Antigo on June 13th Hollands reported Malvitz was unable to attend this meeting because she had to participate in a conference call. The Farm Bill has been passed. Language and specific allocations are being worked on right now in the legislature. 
LWCD – Hollands reported the Land & Water Conservation Department staff have compiled and distributed hundreds of AIS folders to the public. The folders are an excellent source of information on Aquatic Invasive Species. We also supply the Oneida County Sherriff’s Department Deputy Brad Fogerty with approximately 100 – 200 AIS Folders to incorporate into their boating safety courses. Hollands reported ten candidates were interviewed for the LTE Watercraft Inspectors. We are currently finishing up the DNR aquatic invasive species grant project (AEPP-062 – 07), which is due on June 30th Hollands reported the Lake Nokomis Lake District Petition is reaching the final stages and has taken a tremendous amount of time. Several people who wanted to review the petitioners’ signatures spent half a day reviewing the County’s records. Hollands reported approximately 9,000 AIS pamphlets were mailed to area resorts, bait shops, chambers, and marinas. 
UWEX – Hollands reported Jim Winkler, 4-H Youth Development Agent, emailed her a memo encouraging Oneida County Departments to participate in this year’s “Old Fashioned Fair” which is being held August 14th through August 16th. Hollands reported the Land & Water Conservation Department will have two booths at the Fair. One booth will highlight the County Cost Share Program and the other will highlight the Aquatic Invasive Species Program. The booths will be staffed on Friday only. 
DNR – No one present.
LWCB – Rudolph reported the last meeting of the LWCB was held June 3rd in Madison. Rudolph reported the Board has been busy continuing working on the Strategic Plan. The Board is currently revising the role of the Board itself. There will be a meeting on August 4th in Iowa County. Rudolph stated the board will be touring different conservation practices in that part of the State. 
WLWCA – Rudolph reported he attended a meeting on June 20th. Rudolph reported that Dale Hood was not re-elected to the County Board. However, he will serve on the WLWCA Board until June 1st. Rudolph stated he had participated in a conference call on April 18th Rudolph noted there will be a Conservation Observance Day in Pierce County on June 20th 
RC&D – Rudolph reported the Lumberjack RC&D meeting was held in Merrill on May 15th The Farm Fresh Atlas has been revised to N.E. W. (North East Wisconsin) Local Farm & Forest Products Guide. The application deadline was also extended to July 15. A sample of the guide was sent to the Land & Water Conservation Department. 
Monthly Budget Review 

Motion by Petroskey, second by Baier, to approve the monthly budget summary for May 2008 for the Land & Water Conservation Department, Wildlife Damage Program, and AIS Program. Motion carried, all ayes. 

Travel Authorization
Motion by Matteson, second by Petroskey to approve attendance at the following meetings. Motion carried, all ayes. 

· June 24-25


Conservation Planning Training



Antigo (Hansen)

· August 4


Excel Workshop




Wausau  (Hendricks)
· August 15


North Central Association Summer Tour


Adams County
Approval of invoices, purchase orders, and line item transfers

Motion by Baier, second by Martinson to approve the invoices as presented. Motion carried, all ayes. A list of the approved bills is attached to the minutes.
Items for the next meeting agenda
Agenda items to be determined listed at a later date.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:52 p.m. motion by Petroskey, second by Baier. Motion carried, all ayes.

____________________________
____________________________

Thomas Rudolph
Nancy Hollands

Chairman
County Conservationist

