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MINUTES OF THE 

LAND &WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING

July 16, 2008
Members Present:  Chairman Tom Rudolph, Wilbur Petroskey, Matt Matteson, Jack Martinson, and Gary Baier
Members Absent:  Rod Kuczmarski (excused absence)
Others Present:  Nancy Hollands (County Conservationist); Jean Hansen (Conservation Specialist) Barb Payne (Secretary); Jennifer Holman (AIS Coordinator); Peter Wolk, (County Supervisor), Tom Melnarik, (NRCS Soil Conservation Technician)
Call to Order

Chairman Rudolph called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. in Committee Room # 1 on the second floor at the Oneida County Courthouse. He noted that the meeting of the Land and Water Conservation Committee has been properly noticed in accordance with the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law and meets the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

Approve Agenda/Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings
Motion by Matteson, second by Petroskey to approve the current agenda and the amended minutes from the June 24th meeting as requested by Chairman Rudolph with the order of agenda items at the discretion of the Chairman. Motion carried, all ayes. Martinson requested that Oneida County Lakes & Rivers Association meetings be put on the next Committee meeting agenda. Hollands replied that she would put it on the agenda for the August meeting.
Set date for next meeting

Chairman, Rudolph noted the next meeting dates would be Wednesday, August 20th at 9:00 a.m. and Tuesday, September 9th at 1:00 p.m.
Public Comments
None
Update on status of Lake Nokomis Lake District Petition
Rudolph stated the Oneida County Board accepted the Lake Nokomis Lake District Report at their meeting on Tuesday, July 15th as submitted by the Land and Water Conservation Committee pursuant to Wisconsin statute § 33.26(3). Rudolph requested that Hollands work with Corporation Counsel in drafting a resolution recommending the denial of the proposed Lake District.
Wildlife Damage Program
Hollands reported Bill Ludwig, Wildlife Damage Consultant, did a primary crop damage check for Elmer Panka whose alfalfa and timothy crops are being damaged by deer and turkeys. Hollands reported we have received the final 2007 payment from DNR for $4,458.34 to close our account. 
County Cost Share Program
Hansen reported she is currently finishing up the Patsy Lamm project located on Post Lake. Patsy Lamm will be issued the final payment this month. Hansen is currently working on a shoreland design for a project located in the Post Lake area. Hansen is developing a planting plan for a landowner located on the Bearskin. Hansen provided technical assistance to a landowner on Horsehead Lake. She is working on a design plan for a property located on Alva Lake. The construction for Wiznerowicz on Lake Nokomis will begin next week, and Envirolok bags will be used. Hansen stated there has been considerable interest in the Cost Share Program. Hansen asked to be excused at 11:00 a.m.
North Lakeland Discovery Center Conservation Youth Camp
Hollands reported the new Conservation Youth Camp will be held at the North Lakeland Discovery Center in Manitowish Waters on August 16-18. This camp is sponsored by area Land Conservation Departments. There is no fee to the youth who attend. Hollands stated we provided press releases to the local media. We have brochures available for anyone who is interested. 

Request for Teacher Scholarship (Joan Meeder)
Hollands stated she had received a request from Joan Meeder for a teacher scholarship to attend a workshop at the Nicolet Northwoods Academy. The title of the workshop is, “Nine Essential Skills for Love & Logic in the Classroom.” The Committee stated the teacher workshops should be related to conservation. Ms. Meeder was granted a scholarship last year. The Committee denied Ms. Meeder’s scholarship application letter for this year. Two teacher scholarships were approved at our June meeting. 
AIS Transportation Ordinance/Dry Fire Hydrants
Holman stated the State wants to give Oneida County the recognition for the AIS Transportation Ordinance. Holman stated there is interest in having her present this ordinance at the National level in Washington D.C. Holman stated all expenses would be paid. It could possibly go International. Corporation Counsel will have a draft of this ordinance to us by the second week in August. The Dry Fire Hydrant will be a separate ordinance. Rudolph stated the ordinance will have to be in a resolution format before it can be presented to the Oneida County Board. Rudolph also suggested submitting the AIS Transportation Ordinance at the North Central area fall meeting. If it is approved, then it would go on to the state level. Holman stated the flushing of the dry fire hydrants is a great potential risk in accidentally spreading AIS. It could be spread from lake to lake by moving the lake water in the fire trucks while flushing these dry fire hydrants. Holman stated she will keep the Committee informed on this issue.
AIS Volunteer Award Ceremony

Holman said she and the staff have been busy working on an AIS Volunteer Award Ceremony. The date will be August 16th at the Holiday Inn Express in Rhinelander, at 6:00 p.m. The speakers will include:  Tom Rudolph, Chairman, of the Oneida Land & Water Conservation Committee; the AIS Coordinator for Oneida County; Jeff Bode, Lake & Wetlands Section Chief for the Department of Natural Resources; Erin Heneger, AIS Volunteer Coordinator for the Clean Boats & Clean Waters Program, for UWEX Lakes; Bob Williams, President, Oneida County Lakes and Rivers Association; and Congressman Steve Kegan, M.D. Congressman Kegan will present the awards to the recognized volunteers. The invitations will be sent out within the next week. Holman stated she is very excited about this Awards Ceremony and hope the volunteers will receive the recognition they deserve. Holman stated she thinks it is very important to recognize the volunteers at our boat landings. They are doing an excellent job of protecting our lakes from the spread of AIS. 
Meeting with DNR Secretary Matt Frank
Holman stated she has been invited by the State DNR Secretary Matthew Frank to participate in a meeting in Eagle River today at 1:00 p.m. Rudolph stated he has also been invited to attend this meeting representing the Land & Water Conservation Committee. Holman stated the meeting is designed to discuss AIS related topics. The main purpose of this meeting is to provide important feed back from the people who are working with the AIS issues. Holman stated she will provide an update to the Committee at the next meeting.
Mississippi River Basin Panel

Holman reported she has been invited by Steve Shults, Chairperson of the Prevention and Control Committee from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, to become a member of the Mississippi River Basin Panel. Holman stated the roles and responsibilities of the Mississippi River Basin Panel are to identify AIS priority areas, to develop and submit recommendations to the national Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force (ANSTF), to coordinate aquatic nuisance species program activities in the Basin, advise public and private interests on control efforts, and submit an annual report to the ANSTF describing prevention, research and control activities in the Basin. Holman stated it is quite an honor to be selected to serve on this panel. It would help Oneida County in obtaining upcoming funding in dealing with AIS. Holman said the Panel will pay for transportation to the meeting. They meet once every nine months. Holman stated they want an answer by the end of August. The Committee felt this is a great opportunity for Oneida County to obtain Federal funding and recognition. Motion by Matteson, second by Martinson to approve Jennifer Holman’s, Oneida County Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator, participation as a member of the Mississippi River Basin Panel. Motion carried, all ayes.
Update/Action on AIS Grants/Budget/Activities
Holman stated the AIS 2006 grant that was started by Radley Watkins was completed and the report was sent to Kevin Gauthier, DNR Water Resources Management Specialist. 
Holman stated she is currently working on the AIS 2007 and 2008 grants. The last Clean Boats, Clean Waters workshop was held June 26t. A Citizens Lake Monitoring Workshop will be held on July 15th at Kemp Station. These workshops are one of the grant deliverables for the 2008 AIS grant. Hollands reported it has been a challenge dealing with the AIS Budget. Hollands met last week with County Coordinator, John Potters and Finance Director, Margie Sorenson to review the line item transfers that are needed to cover the overdrawn line items in the AIS budget. Hollands stated the DNR aquatic invasive species grant cycle doesn’t coincide with the County’s budget cycle. Hollands stated we have received final payment from the DNR for the $9,000 ($4,500-DNR/$4,500-Co.) AIS Grant. We also submitted the final paperwork for the $10,000 AIS grant. Hollands stated we have two outstanding grants open for $25,000 each. Hollands stated a possible solution for the differences in the DNR grant cycle and the County’s budget cycle would be to apply for grants only in August and not in February. Then the grant budget could easily be incorporated into the County’s fall budget cycle. Holman asked to be excused from the meeting at 10:05 a.m. as she will be attending the AIS meeting with DNR Secretary, Matt Frank in Eagle River this afternoon. 

Rudolph read an email he had recently received from the OCLRA praising the work done in obtaining a County AIS Transportation Ordinance. The OCLRA would like to see some type of signage clearly posted at each boat landing in Oneida County. They also suggested posting signs on all highways leading into Oneida County. The Committee discussed the possibilities of accomplishing the items requested by the OCLRA. Holman stated if the funds could be obtained to purchase these signs, the LTE Watercraft Inspectors could post the signs at the boat landings.
Lake Districts/Agency Reports (FSA, NRCS, LWCD, UWEX, DNR, LWCB, WLWCA, & RC&D)

Mid Lake District – Petroskey reported the Mid Lake District held their annual meeting on July 5th. Petroskey reported Jennifer Holman gave her presentation at that meeting. The Mid Lake District has expressed interest in becoming a member of the OCLRA. Petroskey stated the Mid Lake District has approximately 60 members.
Thunder Lake District – Baier reported that he hasn’t received any information from the Thunder Lake District. Baier asked if the Thunder Lake District had received notification that he is the new representative. Hollands stated the Thunder Lake District was notified of the change.
Bear Lake District – Martinson reported Bear Lake District is still working to resolve their concerns about development on the lake. 
Horsehead Lake District – Rudolph reported the Horsehead Lake District held their Commissioners meeting on July 8th. The lake study is continuing. They will be having a meeting on August 6th. Rudolph stated that EWM plants were found and removed both in the fall and this spring at the boat landing. The situation is being closely monitored by the Horsehead Lake researcher. Rudolph stated this year’s weed cutting has been rescheduled for July 25th. They believe the late spring delayed the weed growth this year. The Horsehead annual meeting will be held the morning of August 16th. 
FSA – No one present to report.
NRCS – Tom Melnarik, NRCS Soil Conservation Technician, reported the Farm Bill was signed and that should help free up the budget. Melnarik reported it is anticipated there will be an EQIP sign up this fall for conservation practices. Melnarik stated NRCS is currently in the primary stages of planning a chemical use area for helping area Cranberry Growers to keep chemicals from entering unwanted waters. NRCS would like to partner with the Oneida County Land & Water Conservation Department with this possible project. Discussion followed.
LWCD – Hollands reported she has been busy working on the Lake Nokomis report. Currently the department staff has been busy with the AIS grants. The Department Staff recently sent out press releases for the North Lakeland Discovery Center Conservation Youth Camp. Approximately 1,000 AIS folders have been assembled by Pat Hendricks and distributed by Holman. Hollands commented the AIS folders are an excellent way to distribute aquatic invasive species information to the public. Hollands reported she is currently working on the North Central Summer Tour meeting that is being hosted by Adams County this year. Hollands reported Hansen recently attended a two day managed grazing workshop in Antigo. Hollands reported Hansen also did a radio interview with Ken Krall from WXPR radio on upland invasive species. Hollands reported the staff has been currently working with the ITS Department to get a website up and running before winter. 
UWEX – Matteson reported Dan Kuzlik, Community Resource Development Agent, is currently working as a facilitator to set up a project to protect the Wisconsin River. As part of this project Kuzlik will be applying for grants for the towns of Newbold, Pine Lake, and the City of Rhinelander sometime in the winter or spring. 
DNR – No one present.
LWCB – Rudolph reported he recently participated in some conference calls. The board has been working on changing the rolls and responsibilities of the board. Some of the current rolls and responsibilities of the board are outdated and proposed changes are in order. The next meeting of the LWCB will be held in Madison on August 5th.  
WLWCA – Rudolph reported the State Speaking and Poster Contest will be held in Stevens Point on November 8th. The next board meeting will be held in Baraboo on August 8th. There will be an election of officers at this meeting. 
RC&D – Rudolph reported the next Lumberjack RC&D quarterly meeting will be held on July 29th in Menominee County. Rudolph stated the Lumberjack RC&D Adhoc Area Planning Committee meeting was held on July 8th. 
Monthly Budget Review 

Motion by Matteson, second by Martinson, to approve the monthly budget summary for June 2008 for the Land & Water Conservation Department, Wildlife Damage Program, and AIS Program. Motion carried, all ayes. 

Travel Authorization
Motion by Matteson, second by Martinson to approve attendance at the following meetings. Motion carried, all ayes. 

Committee discussion followed
· July 16

Meeting with DNR Secretary – Matthew Frank

Eagle River (Holman & Rudolph)

· July 29

Lumberjack RC&D Meeting



Menominee County
Approval of invoices, purchase orders, and line item transfers

Motion by Baier, second by Petroskey to approve the invoices as presented. Motion carried, all ayes. A list of the approved bills is attached to the minutes.
Hollands presented the line item transfers needed to cover overdrawn line item expenses in the AIS Budget for 2008. Motion by Petroskey, second by Matteson to approve the line item transfers needed to cover the overdrawn expenses in the AIS budget for 2008. Motion carried, all ayes.
Items for the next meeting agenda
Agenda items to be determined listed at a later date.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. motion by Martinson, second by Petroskey. Motion carried, all ayes.
____________________________
____________________________

Thomas Rudolph
Nancy Hollands

Chairman
County Conservationist

