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Agriculture & Extension Education Committee

June 5, 2008

Minutes

Committee members present:  Chair Paul Dean, Wilbur Petroskey, Denny Thompson and Romelle Vandervest.  Absent:  Tom Rudolph, excused.

Others present:  Dan Kuzlik, Patricia McGee, Toni Rogers, Jim Kumbera and Kerri Ison.

Call to order:  Chair Paul Dean called the meeting to order at 9 a.m.

Approval of agenda:  Motion by Vandervest/Petroskey to approve the agenda for today.  All ayes; motion carried.
Approval of minutes:  Motion by Thompson/Petroskey to approve the minutes of May 8, 2008 as printed.  All ayes; motion carried.  

Dates of future meetings:  

July 10, 2008


9 a.m.

Extension meeting room

August 7, 2008

9 a.m.

Extension meeting room

September 11, 2008

9 a.m.

Extension meeting room

October 6, 2008

9 a.m.

Extension meeting room

OCEDC monthly update:  Jim Kumbera is working on a regional park-n-ride effort.  There are commitments from sites in Woodruff, Sugarcamp, Three Lakes and Rhinelander (Airport, Walmart, Hospital) and possibly one in Minocqua.  He hopes to expand the effort to communities further north and east with a specific interest in Monico.  Many of the sites are on private property and provided at no cost with maintenance provided (plowing, etc).  Town facilities are also being used to provide indirect security benefits.  The average commute is 36 miles which equates to $2.47 per hour if working eight hour shifts (gasoline, maintenance, etc).  The project will need to raise about $2,000 startup cash to cover emergency transportation for participants.  This will basically be a rideshare/carpooling opportunity to help folks who must commute for work, medical appointments, shopping, etc. and Kumbera hopes to have some sites up and running in 60 days.  

Discussion followed regarding an unofficial park-n-ride site currently available on Hwy. 51.  Kumbera noted the state is looking at enhancing it substantially this year; however the Lincoln County Highway Department will have to enter into a contract with the state to maintain it. The land is state owned but the state does not support maintenance at this time.  Discussion followed.  
McGee suggested using various websites to advertise the availability of park-n-ride.  Kumbera indicated the WI DOT has a website listing all the park-n-ride sites and will list the sites available here.  He also hopes to work with private businesses to match employees for ride share.  

Kuzlik noted he is currently working with Headwaters regarding a rural transit system.  This need became obvious through the rural transit survey that the office collaborated on.  

Monthly budget report:  None.

Monthly invoices:  Motion by Vandervest/Petroskey to approve the monthly invoices for June 2008 as presented.  All ayes; motion carried.
2008 Fair planning update:  Dan Kuzlik noted the Daily News published a front page article regarding the fair.  Staff and volunteers are working hard and have had good community support so far.  Good community support so far with the emphasis being “local, fun, and free” with a lot activities and people compacted into two days.  

It is hoped the local auto dealers will support the fair for about $5,000 which would pay for the inflatable carnival.  Civic organizations will have first chance at food vending.  Vendors who will be selling a product will be charged $25/day for space; exhibitors not selling will get a free space.  Hodag 50 has been very cooperative and the lease has been renegotiated to flat fee.  The Sheriff’s Department will include the grounds during their regular rounds and a private security agency will be hired to stay overnight.  Grounds will close at 10 p.m.-7 a.m. except for campers.  

Animal health certifications costs have increased, but there will be animals to be judged.  A local vet will volunteer time to perform the animal checks.  Fair books are completed and have been distributed.  A press release will be sent regarding fair books and they are also posted on the office website and the fair website.  Channel 12 has agreed to do our media partner and will run a spot throughout the day.
Kuzlik noted we are going to do our best to put on a quality event.  

Monthly invoices for Oneida County Fair:  Motion by Petroskey/Vandervest to approve the monthly invoices for the Oneida County Fair.   All ayes; motion carried.

Monthly agent reports:  Paul Dean requested all county board supervisors receive the monthly agent reports so they are informed about what our department is doing as well.  Motion by Petroskey/Thompson to approve the monthly agent reports as presented.  All ayes; motion carried.
Out-of-county travel requests: 

Kuzlik
6/17-18/08

America Saves Board



Washington, DC***

6/19/08

Community Sustainability Workshop

Appleton***

7/9/08


Grow North Board meeting



Merrill*

McGee:
6/5/08


Lakeland Food Pantry meeting


Minocqua*

6/19/08

Housing State Team meeting


Madison*

Winkler:
6/16/08

Transport 3 4-H youth to catch bus to




State 4-H Conference in Madison


Medford*

6/16/08

4-H Camp Staff training @ Camp Susan

Summit Lake*

6/19/08

Pick up 4-H Youth Conference attendees

Medford*

7/7-11/08

4-H Camp @ Camp Susan



Summit Lake*

*county expense

**district/state expense

***grant/other expense
Motion by Vandervest/Petroskey to approve the out-of-county travel requests as presented.  All ayes; motion carried.

Teen Court discussion:  Paul Dean reported the resolution approved by this Committee and submitted to County Board in May was too vague and felt further investigation/information is needed.  Vandervest believes it is a very important program the resolution should be redrafted and resubmitted.  Discussion followed.  The resolution should list the duties of the Subcommittee, any costs involved, and the process, and that the proposal needs to be approved by this committee and full county board before program implementation.  It was felt Winkler should meet with Corporation Counsel to draft the resolution.
Ison noted she attended the last Teen Court planning meeting and those in attendance felt before putting more time and effort into this project, they would like the County Board’s support.  Planning meeting attendees included representatives from the schools, Sheriff’s Department, Rhinelander Police Department, County Board, Juvenile Justice and Social Services Departments, and other interested agencies.  All are interested in continuing to assist with exploration and planning.  Ison thought there would be no costs related to the planning team unless County Board members requested per diem.  
Ison noted Winkler will be at 4-H Camp on July 10, but she will check with him about attending the meeting.  Dean requested that Nancy Livingston be invited to the July Ag & Extension meeting to explain how the system works along and share policies of other counties.  He also requested inviting local law enforcement officials to participate in the meeting.  
Civil Rights Review:  Kuzlik reported all staff participated in the State’s civil rights review.  Staff had to demonstrate there are no barriers to our programming in regards to age, race, ethnicity, gender, disability, etc.  State team of four people came to the office for the review and it went very well.  The Review Team provided some simple suggestions to further our outreach.  The office now needs to file a civil rights action plan with the State.  

Public comment:  Patricia McGee showed the eight-minute promotional video for the Oneida County Conversations DVD.  All participants were able to view their segment and read the transcript to make sure they are comfortable with their portion, that their message was correct and were asked to sign off on it.  Discussion followed.  The purpose of the video is to help other’s understand there is not a gradual transition for services--you either have state help or none.  The policies are black and white and life situations are not.  The Civil Rights Review 
team felt this is an excellent vehicle to get the word out to others about the local income populations here in Oneida County.
Toni Rogers noted she and McGee are working with the local food pantries to expand their view of what can be done to help visitors find other services available that they may qualify for and to understand the dynamics of what is happening to cause increase usage of these services.  

Kuzlik noted the office has received new equipment to assist in small business counseling services.  An interactive TV is connected to all the SBDC centers throughout the state and so clients can talk face to face without needing to travel.  We expect this type of equipment to become very useful in light of rising fuel costs.  The equipment was purchased through grant funding.

Committee suggested Kuzlik present transit survey results to the County Board.  Kuzlik will contact Bob Bruso for placement on the July agenda.
Toni Rogers reported the 2008-09 fiscal year budget has been finalized for WNEP program.  $400,000 is budgeted for the two-county program for the next fiscal year.

Items for next agenda:  Teen Court, fair planning, OCEDC. 

Adjournment:  Motion by Vandervest/Thompson to adjourn at 10:35 a.m.  Unanimously carried.








Respectfully submitted,









Kerri Ison, Recording Secretary

Paul Dean, Chair

