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MINUTES OF THE 

LAND & WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE MEETING

September 9, 2008

Members Present:  Chairman Tom Rudolph, Wilbur Petroskey, Matt Matteson, Jack Martinson, Rod Kuczmarski       and Gary Baier
Members Absent:    None
Others Present:  Nancy Hollands (County Conservationist), Jean Hansen (Conservation Specialist), Jennifer Holman (AIS Coordinator), Pat Hendricks (Secretary), Mike Fugle (Corporation Counsel), and Bob Williams (President of the Oneida County Lakes & Rivers Association)
Call to Order

Chairman Rudolph called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. in Committee Room #1 on the second floor at the Oneida County Courthouse. He noted that the meeting of the Land and Water Conservation Committee has been properly noticed in accordance with the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law and meets the Americans with Disabilities Act.   Chairman Rudolph announced that should there be any outbursts or belittling of the staff or committee members, the sheriff’s department would be notified and asked to escort the offender from the meeting. Discussion followed.

Approve Agenda/Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings

Motion by Matteson, second by Petroskey to approve the current agenda and the minutes from the August 20th
meeting with the order of agenda items at the discretion of the Chairman. Motion carried; all ayes. 

AIS Transportation Ordinance/Dry Fire Hydrants/Signs

Holman reported that Oneida County Lakes & Rivers Association had submitted a letter to the Oneida County Board supporting the Dry Hydrant Ordinance. Discussion followed concerning NR40, Oneida County AIS Transportation Ordinance, and signs for boat landings.  Matteson asked how much money was available for signs.   Hollands stated that money was not included in the 2008 grant, but we could come up with about $3,000 for signs.  Motion by Baier, second by Martinson to apply for 2009 grant to pay for signs.  Holman stated that Kevin Gauthier of the DNR would probably approve of paying for 200 signs from the 2008 grant.  Baier withdrew motion.  Motion by Matteson, second by Petroskey to approve ordering 200 signs using 2008 grant money.  (Rudolph – aye), (Petroskey – aye), (Matteson – aye), (Martinson – aye), (Kuczmarski – aye), (Baier – nay).  Motion carried.  (5 – ayes, 1 nay)  
Attendance at Oneida County Lakes & Rivers Association Meetings

In response to questions from the last committee meeting, Corporation Counsel Mike Fugle summarized the present policy which allows the committee to partner with non-governmental organizations and to be reimbursed per diem and mileage for attending meetings of non-governmental organizations.  Motion by Baier, second by Matteson to allow committee members to attend OCLRA meetings and be reimbursed per diem and mileage.  Motion carried; all ayes.
Set date for next meeting

Chairman Rudolph noted the next meeting dates would be Wednesday, October 15th at 9:00 a.m., and November 19th
at 9:00 a.m.  The County Poster and Speaking Contest will be held on Thursday, October 23, 2008. Hollands stated the North Central Area Association Poster and Speaking Contest will be held in Wausau on Thursday, October 30th.

Public Comments

Bob Williams, President of the Oneida County Lakes & Rivers Association, thanked the committee for sending a representative to attend their meeting.  He commented that he was sure the lake associations would purchase and install signs at their landings.
Wildlife Damage Program/Deer Processing Program
TJ’s Butcher Block will again be participating in the deer-processing program for 2008. Hollands reported that she has yet to confirm that Lake Tomahawk Meat Market will be participating.  Motion by Baier, second by Petroskey to continue the deer-processing program for 2008.  Motion carried; all ayes.
County Cost Share Program
Hansen reported that she continues to complete plans.  William Lader (cost share carryover from last year) may consider downsizing the project. Hansen will give an update at the next meeting.  Discussion followed.
Staffing Request for Calendar Year 2009

Hollands reported that the LRES committee meeting will be held Wednesday, September 10th. The LWCD was scheduled for noon.  Hollands asked committee members to show their support by attending the meeting.
Update/Action on AIS Grants/Budgets/Activities

Holman handed out draft reports of the AIS Strategic Plan and also information on phasing out phosphorus in lawn fertilizer.  She stated that she is working on the 2007 and 2008 grants and will finish in October.  She asked the committee to review and comment on the Strategic Plan before the next committee meeting.  Discussion was held about LTEs.  Motion by Petroskey, second by Baier to apply for DNR grant funds to hire two LTEs for 2009, for 600 hours each @ $9.27 per hour.  Motion carried, all ayes.  
Budget for 2009 – LWCD, WDP, and AIS Programs
Discussion of WDP; motion by Matteson, second by Petroskey to approve WDP budget.  Motion carried; all ayes.

Discussion of LWCD; motion by Petroskey, second by Martinson to approve LWCD budget.  All ayes, motion carried.

Discussion of AIS, including overtime, comp time vs. overtime; motion by Matteson, second by Martinson to approve AIS budget.  Motion carried, all ayes.  
City of Rhinelander Proposed Tree Program/Citizen’s Advisory Committee
City Administrator, Bill Bell, has asked Jean Hansen to be on the citizen’s advisory committee concerning the Emerald Ash Borer; discussion followed.  Motion by Baier, second by Matteson.  Motion carried, (5 - ayes & 1 -  nay) (Rudolph – aye), (Petroskey – aye), (Matteson – aye), (Baier – aye), (Kuczmarski – aye), (Martinson – nay).
Lake Districts/Agency Reports (FSA, NRCS, LWCD, UWEX, DNR, LWCB, WLWCA, & RC&D)

Mid Lake District – Petroskey reported that the Mid Lake District held their annual meeting in July with attendance at about 60.
Thunder Lake District – Baier had nothing new to report.
Bear Lake District – Martinson reported that the Bear Lake District held their annual meeting last Saturday with attendance at about 70.  They are working on a project to develop a resort.  The county zoning office said that it is not functional as a resort because of its age.  Water level is good.
Horsehead Lake District – Rudolph reported that they are continuing their lake study and will be repairing the dam at the south end.  EWM plants discovered last year have been removed.

FSA – Kuczmarski reported that because the farm bill was passed so late, the deadline for signup was extended to September 16, 2008.  Call Susan Hunter at FSA for more information.  Any producer will be required to have their own insurance to qualify for future disaster payments.  Discussion followed.  
NRCS – No one present.
LWCD – Hollands provided a handout for Tree Farm Field Day which will be held on September 27, 2008.  She reported there is a $5 fee and that she has registration forms for anyone interested.  She stated that we are starting to work on the Speaking and Poster contest, which will be held on October 23rd at the JWJHS.  She also reported that Jean Hansen would be going to the Hancock research facility on October 7th and 8th for the potato and cranberry production workshop.  

DNR – No one present.
LWCB – Rudolph reported that he had a conference call last Friday to finalize the plan for the board. They are trying to arrange a forum on contamination of groundwater in conjunction with the state LWCD December board meeting in Appleton.  The forum will last from 2 hours to a half day.  A meeting will be held in Madison on October 7th for the second round of management plans for 3 counties.
WLWCA – Rudolph reported that no board meeting was held since the last LWCD committee meeting. 
RC&D – Rudolph reported there is a meeting this weekend in Oconomowoc.
Monthly Budget Review 
Discussion about AIS auto allowance and DNR-approved funds for deer processing.  Motion by Petroskey, second by Matteson, to approve the monthly budget summary for August 2008 for the Land & Water Conservation Department, Wildlife Damage Program, and AIS Program. Motion carried, all ayes. 

Travel Authorization
Motion by Matteson, second by Petroskey to approve attendance at the following meetings. (Rudolph – aye) (Petroskey – aye) (Matteson – aye) (Martinson – nay) (Baier – nay) and (Kuczmarski – aye) (3 – ayes and 2 - nays). Motion carried.
Committee discussion followed.

· September 27
Forestry Field Day Schoeneck Tree Farm
Town of Enterprise, Oneida County 
   
· October 7 - 8 
Conservation Training



Hancock, Wisconsin (Hansen)
· October 16 – 17
County Conservationist Meeting


Waupaca, Wisconsin (Hollands)
· October 13 – 20
AIS Coordinator’s Training 


Stevens Point, Wisconsin (Holman)         
· October 23

Oneida County Poster & Speaking Contest
James Williams Middle School, Rhinelander                 

· October 30 
North Central Assoc. Fall Conference

School Forest, Wausau, Wisconsin
    
Approval of invoices, purchase orders, and line item transfers

Motion by Matteson, second by Petroskey to approve the invoices as presented.  Motion carried, all ayes. A list of the approved bills is attached to the minutes.
Items for the next meeting agenda
Baier mentioned that he would like to discuss transferring the LWCD into the Planning & Zoning Department.  Other agenda items will be determined at a later date.  
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m. Motion by Petroskey, second by Baier.  Motion carried, all ayes.
____________________________
____________________________

Thomas Rudolph
Nancy Hollands

Chairman
County Conservationist

